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This unsigned and undated map (ca, 1713} gives a plan of Fort Nehucke (shown on map as Noc-he-
roo-ka Fort) and vicinity and a full account of the attack waged there in March, 1713, by Colonel
James Moore against hostile southern Tusearcra under Chief Hancock. Original map held by South
Carclina Historical Society, Columbia; photograph from the files of the Division of Archives and His-
tory.

tiations would be quickly proffered by the whites. While Governor Hyvde and his
council looked on in catatonic terror in Albemarle, vigilante whites counter-
attacked, and the frontier struggle scon developed into a full-scale war.** North
Carolina quickly exhausted itself in ineffectual response and was obliged to
send urgent appeals for aid to South Carolina and Virginia. In 1712 and 1713
armies of white-led Yamasee and others from South Carolina crushed and scat-
tered Hancock and his cohorts. Tom Blunt, promised recognition as “king” of
all the Tuscarora in return for his collaboration with the English, at length
seized Hancock and turned him over to colonial authorities, who executed
him.* Even in defeat, the Tuscarora remained menacing to Indian foes and
troublesome to the governments of Virginia and the Carolinas. Governor
Charles Eden of North Carolina frankly confessed to the Virginia council in
1719 that he had little influence over Tom Blunt’s subjects.” Eight vears later
the council believed that this was still the case. In the intervening years had
come trequent reports of Tuscarora depredations against other tribes in North
and South Carolina and Virginia.” Only with massive removals of the Tus-
carora to the reservations of the northern Iroquois in the late eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries was tranquility attained in eastern North Carolina.

“"Barnwell, “The Tuscarora Expedition,” 29,

“Palmer, Calendar of Virginia State Papers, |, 164-165.
“Palmer, Calendar of Virginia State Papers, 1, 197,
Mcllwaine, Fxecutive Journals, IV, 132-133.
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The collapse of the Tuscarora in 1713 removed the major obstacle to Euroe-
pean expansion in North Carolina. The sixty-year period that whites spen-
clinging to the eastern sounds was then followed by a sixty-year dash to the Ap-
palachians and beyond. Apart from his own miscalculations, Hancock may have
been undone by the failure of meaningful assistance from the Five Nations c:
[roquois of New York, which he perhaps had reason to expect. Except for a few
Seneca,” the northern Iroguois did not intervene, and the greatest remaining In-
dian alliance lost an opportunity to deal a decisive blow at the southern Englist
colonies. If the Gulf Coast expedition of the Tuscarora against the Tawassa i
1706 was almed at obligating the northern Iroquois to support initiatives i
North Carolina, it failed of its objective.

That public life came virtually to a halt in North Carolina following Har-
cock’s Initial assault, that his forces held the upper hand until the arrival of =
large outside army four months later, that he accomplished this without the aiz
that might have come from the northern Tuscarora, the Five Nations, th:
French, or other sources, are so many evidences of how serious was the real anc
potential menace that confronted English colonization in the South in 1712
Hancock was strategist enough to strike while the colonists were sharply divide:
amaong themselves and on the eve of the harvest season. But he was not diple-
matist enough to build the kind of wide-ranging alliance that might have guar-
anteed his success. Even so, his attempt brought North Carolina to the brink -
Armageddon.

#Qaunders, Colonial Records, 1, 828-829, 861, 883, 866; II, 2, 49, 144,
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